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16 NOVEMBER 2018 
 

NEW FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

GENERAL PURPOSES AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the General Purposes and Licensing Committee held in the 
Council Chamber, Appletree Court, Lyndhurst on Friday, 16 November 2018 

 
* Cllr S J Clarke (Chairman) 

* Cllr L R Puttock (Vice-Chairman) 
 
 Councillors:  Councillors: 

 
* G C Beck 
* G R Blunden 
  S P Davies 
* Ms L C Ford 
  R L Frampton 
* A T Glass 
* L E Harris 
 

  J M Olliff-Cooper 
* M H Thierry 
* D N Tungate 
  A S Wade 
  J G Ward 
* Mrs P A Wyeth 
 

*Present 
 
In attendance: 
 
Councillors:   

 
Mrs A J Hoare, Portfolio Holder for Environment and Regulatory Services  

 
Officers Attending: 
 
Mrs J McClay, B Stockley and Mrs K Wardle 
 
Apologies 
 
Cllrs S Davies and J G Ward. 
 

15   MINUTES  

RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 7 September 2018 be signed by the 
Chairman as a correct record. 
 

16   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

No declarations of interest were made by members in connection with an agenda 
item. 
 

17   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

No issues were raised during the public participation period. 
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18   CHANGES TO LICENSING ARRANGEMENTS FOR ANIMAL BASED 
BUSINESSES  

The Committee received an update on changes to the licensing arrangements for 
animal based businesses and considered changes to the delegation of powers to 
officers. 
 
New regulations had come into force in October 2018 to protect the welfare of 
animals.  A series of Acts which had previously controlled the licensing of dog 
breeders, riding establishments, animal boarding establishments and pet shops had 
been repealed and replaced with a single piece of legislation, under The Animal 
Welfare Act 2006.  Standard conditions had also been introduced.  The new 
legislation did not include the licensing of dangerous wild animals and zoos which 
would continue to be enforced under the existing legislation. 
 
The scheme of delegation to officers needed to be updated to reflect the new 
licensing requirements.  Fees and charges for the new licensing arrangements had 
had been agreed by the Portfolio Holder for Environment and Regulatory Services.  
The charges sought to recover the costs of the service and had been developed 
using advice from DEFRA as well as benchmarking against other local authorities.  
The charges would be reviewed after one year.  It was agreed to circulate details of 
the fees and charges to the Committee and they are attached as Appendix 1 to 
these minutes.   
 
The Committee noted that inspections had to be carried out by a suitably qualified 
and experienced inspector.  In the case of horse riding establishments and dog 
breeders, the services of a veterinary surgeon would be used when required and 
checks would be made to ensure that the veterinary surgeon had no conflict of 
interest when visiting a business. 
 
The Committee noted that the new regulations adopted a risk-based approach. A 
licence could be issued for one, two or three years based upon the star rating given 
following the licensing inspection.  One unannounced visit would be made during 
the term of the licence. 
 
The star rating awarded would be based on the animal welfare standards of the 
business, as well as risk.  This approach was similar to the hygiene rating for food 
premises.  It was noted that hygiene ratings for food businesses could be checked 
via an online app.  Officers agreed to investigate whether a similar arrangement 
would be introduced for animal businesses.  It was agreed that officers would make 
available on the Council’s website the star ratings awarded to animal based 
businesses within the New Forest. 
 
RESOVLED: 
 
(a) That the contents of the report be noted; 
 
(b) That officers be delegated the powers as set out in Section 7.1 of Appendix 1 

of the report to the Committee; 
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(c) That the current delegations to officers which refer to the Animal Boarding 
Establishments Act 1963, Breeding of Dogs Act 1973, Breeding of Dogs Act 
1991, Breeding and Sale of Dogs (Welfare) Act 1999, Pet Animals Act 1951 
and the Roding Establishments Act 1964 and 1970, as set out in section 7.2 
of Appendix 2 of the report, be deleted; and 

 
(d) That the star ratings awarded to animal based businesses in the New Forest 

District be published on the Council’s website. 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN
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           APPENDIX 1 

Schedule of Fees for Animal Licences    

Licence Type Application 
Fee 

Compliance / 
enforcement 

Total Fee Additional 
Costs to 
Applicant 

Current Fees 

Pet Shops £213.00 £58.00 £271.00 N/A £152.00 

Dog Breeding £252.00 £58.00 £310.00 Fee for vet 
inspection 

£152.00 

Dog Boarding / Cat 
Boarding 

£233.00 £58.00 £291.00 N/A £210.00 

Home Dog 
Boarding 

£172.00 £49.00 £221.00 N/A £57.00 

Dog Day Care £172.00 £49.00 £221.00 N/A - 

Keeping Animals 
for Exhibition 

£213.00 £58.00 £271.00 N/A - 

Horse Riding (0 – 9 
horses) 

£333.00 £58.00 £380.00 
 

Fee for vet 
inspection on 
application, and 
yearly 
throughout 
licence term 
 

£176.00 + £17 
per horse 

Horse Riding (10 – 
19 horses) 

£363.00 £58.00 £421.00 

Horse Riding (20+ 
horses) 

£403.00 £58.00 £461.00 

Combination of 
Activities 

Sum of fees for each activity, with 
exception of animal boarding (kennels, 
catteries, home boarding of dogs and 
day care for dogs) which is the highest 
total fee, plus £87.00 for each additional 
activity. 

Vets fees where 
required (see 
above) 

- 

Request for re-
rating 

- - £167.00  - 

Licence Variation - - £30 
minimum 

+ £40/hr for 
additional work 
as agreed. 

- 

Appeal Costs for visit associated 
with unsuccessful appeal 

£91  - 
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